SRR

The 4th Hyogo Prefecture Senior High School

English Debate Contest
HEs: 7ILAT 2SR /

High school students
should be allowed to work part-time.

e invd hmhnh-mrv Sonbw 8 schad
foelish Bebate Contest

January 30, 2011

At Himeji Nishi Senior High School

Hyogo Prefecture Senior High School English Teachers’ Association

RERASFRERMARREBIRS



http://koeiken.net/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/debate2009.jpg
http://koeiken.net/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/debate2009.jpg

Greetings

I’'m honored to be able to announce the opening of the 4th English Debate Contest for
senior high school students in Hyogo.

English is now more widely used as a medium of international communication than any
other language in the world. Therefore, it is essential to have a good command of English
in order to communicate successfully with people from different countries.

Since the movement to cultivate “Japanese with English Abilities” in 2003, it has been
strongly recommended that English teaching in Japan incorporate a communicative
teaching method into its instruction in order to improve students’ command of English.

I think debate is an effective communicative teaching method. Debate is believed to develop
students’ logical construction skills, cognitive comprehension, communicative competence,
and critical thinking. Students first have to make a clear and logical argument in order to
persuade others. Of course, it is important they make an understandable presentation,
paying attention to pronunciation and intonation. But they also have to listen carefully to
and comprehend the opposite team’s argument. Then they have to think about the validity
of the argument given by the opposite team. | believe students can make an excellent
progress in their command of English through experiencing debate.

I hope that every member of each team will do their best representing their school and that
every student here will make good friends with students from other schools. Lastly I must
express my gratitude to all the teachers and students for their efforts to make this contest
possible.

Yukihiro Okano

Chief of the Committee for Hyogo Prefecture Senior High School English Debate Contest
Vice President of Hyogo Prefecture Senior High School English Teachers’ Association
Principal of Hyogo Prefectural Kobe Senior High School




The Outline of the Debate Contest
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