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Today many people do volunteer work. If you are given a chance to do
some volunteer work, what kind of work do you want to do? Please give

reasons for your answer.
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During the Presidential campaign, Barack Obama repeatedly said,
“Change. Yes, we can.” If you have a chance to change something, what
do you want to change? For example, do you want to change yourself, your

community or the world? Please write about what you want to change and

why.
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I believe that it is great to work for others, so I have taken part in volunteer
work such as donation and cleaning up a town. However, I want to do a
different kind of work this time, since I want various experiences. IfI am given
the chance to do some volunteer work, I want to visit hospitals and cheer up the
patients in the hospitals. The reason for this is from my experience.

It was 7 years ago. I was 9 years old, and my brother was 5 years old then.
He had been hospitalized because of his disease. It was the second time for him
to stay at the hospital, so he must have felt sad. My mother went to see him
every day, but I could see him only on weekends. I felt very lonely and wanted
him to be fine, so I tried to cheer him up a lot. For example, I conveyed
messages to him by recording my voice on a tape and drawing pictures of his
favorite cars and trains. He was very pleased to receive those things, and he
also gave me a tape which had his voice. I thought I could have made him
happy a little.

Also, I met some of his friends who were also hospitalized. At first sight,
they looked very energetic, but I thought that they were feeling lonely not to be
able to live with their family. Especially, I felt a kind of loneliness in one of
them, because he came to me and talked to me for long time. I wanted to give
him hope. I played with him for a while. He looked to be satisfied and said to
me, “Thank you.” I was also happy to look at his happy face.

Then, about a year passed. My brother and most of his friends became fine
and left the hospital safely. I was relieved and overjoyed to know this. I
thought that they tried hard by themselves, but I know that they were
supported by other people. I learned that people who were battling against
disease need someone’s help, so I want to help them by visiting hospitals. If
they have concerns, I'll listen to them and give them advice. If they want to see

something interesting, I'll perform magic or sing songs for them. Also, I can



bring flowers and cookies for them. There are a lot of things I can do, so I want
to work hard for others and I really hope I can make them happy.
(426 58)
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“If there were no landmine, how peaceful this world would be?” I've
always had this thinking in my mind.

Today we Japanese live in the country which is safe and wealthy. We
must be very lucky. However, it is difficult for us to realize how lucky it is to
live in this peaceful country, because we are indifferent to the people who are
living in different situations in this same world. I also could not notice how
happy I am until I met one girl.

Last summer, I visited Cambodia as a volunteer. In this country, there
are still a lot of landmines which are impersonal weapons. Because of
landmines, there is a huge gap between the area which laid landmines under the
ground and the city economically and educationally. I visited one of the
isolated villages to give children education. There, I was shocked at the real
situation and couldn’t believe that. There was a girl the same age as me. She
was a bread winner of her family and work hard for them. One day, she said to
me, “Soon, I will leave this school because I need to seek a job in a major city to
support my family.” She was only fifteen! I felt sad and asked her, “Do you
really need to do that? You can stay here, right?” Then she shook her head
and smiled sadly. I couldn’t keep back my tears. I wanted to do something for
her, but I could do nothing. I thought how unfair this world is. I realized the

importance of peace for the first time and rethought how dreadful land mines



are.

Not only Cambodia, but also there are many countries suffering from the
danger of landmine. Most of the victims are children and women who are
noncombatants. Landmine cannot distinguish between soldiers and civilians.
It costs little to make it, so this is provided in some countries and still used even
now. However, it costs a lot to remove it, so it is difficult to improve this
situation.

Is there anything we can do as students to change the world? Many
students think we can do nothing. I also thought so before, but now, I'm taking
actions to change the world, and myself. 1 started to learn more about
landmine and donating money. These things are simple and anyone can do
them. Yes, these are so small things, but if everyone in the world does these
small things and cooperates each other, I believe this will be great power. Also,
I’'m going to join Model United Nation which will be held this month and the
agenda is landmine. There, I would like to share ideas and find out some
resolutions. It is my responsibility to do my best. I want people in the world
to attend this issue and think together. Then, this world will be better little by
little. Now is the time to take actions. If we do, we can change this world to
be peaceful and full of a lot of big smiles. Let’s start from small things. It’s
possible.

(516 &



